BY MAX F. JOSEPH

ave you ever felt that a team-
mate’s muzzle was sweeping
you whether in training or on
an operation? If you have, you are not
alone. They used to say a long time ago
that it is normal for men’s muzzles to
sweep each other. Say again? There may
be some men who still subscribe to that
today, but I am not one of them—
nor should you be if you take your job
and life seriously.
There is a position that has been in
wide usage for the past eight years now
that is a solution to the potential lethality
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of pistol muzzles flagging other officers
during high intensity, live-fire activities.
Position Sul has been in use since 1997,
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Alan Brosnan (TEES) and I (TFTT) de-
veloped it jointly. The word Sul means
“south” in Portuguese, as this is where
your muzzle is directed. Sul was devel-
oped as an answer to wild muzzle con-
trol by men armed with pistols during
COB training and operations.

Sul is a close-in ready position where
the muzzle is directed at the ground
about twelve to eighteen inches in front
of you. The muzzle is permitted to float
slightly left or right if the situation dic-
tates, but is usually directed right at the
deck. The presentation up to the target
from Sul is every bit as quick as the tra-
ditional Low Ready. The traditional Low

3” (Arms locked and

V “Stacked—whether
bwo men or twenty—the number

weapon down somewhere around 45
degrees) is somewhat awkward and stiff
during close quarter work. In addition,
men who maintain the traditional Posi-
tion Three have the tendency to cover
their partner’s legs or butt when cross-
ing sectors, and also somelimes present
their weapons out too far when they are
dynamically going through doors or
around cornets.

Since 1997 Sul has been adopted by
thousands of operators—real operators,
not armchair warriors or laptop com-
mandos. The consensus is 95%
from those who have been properly
indoctrinated in Sul and its use. This
speaks volumes for the quick ease of
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